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are concerned are equally as fit for the
office as Mr. Van Buren, but who when
viewed with regard to their political o- -

gleidea. Whenever they admit that two
or more small counties may be formed
into a district without a violation of the
constituiion, they admit that ell the other
counties may be disposed of in the same

so. The law ot 1632 was passed when
the political friends of these gentlemen
bad a majority io both brauches of the
General AssembU. The law of 1838
was passed in House by a vote of 50 yeas
lo 10 nays; among those who voted in
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THE PRESIDENTIAL CONTEST
- We cannot notice without regret the

course of liio friends of some of those
men whose names are before the people
as candidates for the Presidency. We
are aware , that,, Tt is perfoctly natural
that the friends and adherents of Cass, of
Johns. n and of Culboun, should be zeal
ouj in urging the claims of thcso distin-

guished men up the democratic party,
that each one should bi anxious that his
choice should be the choice of ihe na-

tional convention. But it appears that a
few, (and they number very lew we hope)
are already disaffected and have declared
Iheii unwillingness to submit to the de-

cision of the convention; abandoning at
this late day that great cardinal princi-

ple of our yovernmeiii,which the Democ-

racy of the land shed their blood to es-

tablish during the revolutionary strug-

gle, "tAe right of the majority rule.v
Whilst we look upon Mr. Calhoun as one

of the intellectual giants of our party, we

must at the same time censure the course
pursued b some of his friends in relation
to this affair.

We are decidedly In favor of the noms

ination of Martaiii Van Buren. He is our
preference above all others, but we are

perfectly willing to submit without a

word, and give all our support to the

nominee of the national convention. Ev-

er since this great nation was first d vi

ded with regard to political opto-do- c

ions, it has been a characterise
trine ot the democratic party to support
'measures not men,1 and this simple fact,

connected with that other groat fact, that

the doctrines which they have maintain,

ed are the only true and correct ones,

explains th secret of the success ofthe

democracy; a secret the whigs have al-

ways pretended to be unable to reveal,

a great mystery they have Jie.ver. had disr

comment to- - explain.
f

And- .whilst we

continue to hold fast to these radical

principles, succes is certain. True the

minds and fancy of (lie great mass of the

people may occasionally be wrought up-

on, oy great excitement produced by dis-

plays of s, hard cider con-

ventions and coon skins, but "truth
crushed to earth will rise again,",

the second sober thought of the

people1 will place all to rights.

, But to return to the subject, we have

a few ideas to suggest in relation to the

next Presidential eloction, and first of all

we must look for a commander; without

One we cannot conquer with more than

one, defeat is certain. "We' think we

have fully shown the unreasonableness

end impolicy of those who will persist in

declaring their determination to net in-

dependently and to disregard the will and

wish of the majority of the party. But

gain one of the greatest objections they

can prefer against Mr. Van Buren, (we

here speak of h.m upon the supposition,

which wa4bink4sjell founded, .that he

will receive the nominal ions is ''that they

do nQtJiko, the man." Can any one

who has 'even assigned this as reason

for opposing Mr.V. B. reflect for a mo-

ment
t
without pec'eiyjng tbe ' pet feet

fulilityr.i of i it. , Leaving out of con'
- siderajion"' entirely, " his eminent a

bilitieewhich. experience has shown us so

welrqualli fy him for that important
post, and which- we presume no one will
deny, we should look' for' even higher
considerations, u For in looking over the
formidable list of ;djstihgoished states-
men- ,this .jeneraiioh Jias produced,
we will find tome, who so far as talents

them, and compelled them, lo resort to
aseparate organization, tbey bave no
right to complain of at nor bave tbey
any more right lo claim tbe abelitionitta
than have ibe abolitionists lo claim them.
In 1842, ihe democrats elected a Govern
or and a mijority to the LegisUlart,
which is nothing more or less than tbe
have done for years except '40 and will
coniinue to do for years to come.

They talk to us about a fair and boni-
est bill.hat do not attempt lo showlbattbe
one under consideration is not fair and
honest while we show that it is both' so
far as population, and that politically it
ft - au euTaniago. tai..I donot regard myself, for tbeir prnciplet
and actions here are so perfoctly inde
fonsible that I should not dispaif of ear-tyi- ng

three fourths of all the coaotie
in the State at Ibe next election. But
lest some one may be deceived by tbeir
profession of political honesty. I propose
to examine tbe bill for whicb tbey voted
last night. Dear in mind tbal I bar
shown by the vole of 1840, they trer
entitled to nearly nineteen, while we
were entitled to little more than seven
teen Senators; and lo nearly thirty eigbt
while we were entitled to a little more
than Ithirty-fou- r re embers of tbe House.
What, then, do these honest and fair pol
iticians claim by their bill! By the vote
of '40, they claim that ihey bave ma
jority in the Sifjte, and by their fond
professions of honesty, aad their expres
sion of horjsfr at the slightest appearance
of political fraud, we had a right to ex
pert that their bill would conform to the
strictest principles of justice that they
wouiq nave linen nineteen and have giv- -

no us sj ivcnieen members of theSenatey
and have ta'xen to themselves thiriy-eigb'- y

and bave. give in ns thirty four members
of the House. This we had a right to
expect. But is it a ? The bill offered
by tbe Senator from Carroll, and fof
which they voted, tested by the vote of
'40, gives the whigs twbntt-i- ansT
Ihe democrats eleven Senators. It give
th-- whis, permanently, forty and tho
democrats, permanently, TniRTKExm em-
bers of the House, providing for thir
teen floats each year; and then in 1844,
it gives the whigs ten, and tbe demo
crats three. Thus it will be perceived
that, in 1814, this bill would give Ihe
wbigs twenty-fiv- e in the Senate and fifty
in the House seventy five in all: while
it would give the democrats eleven in
Ihe Senate and twenty two in tbe House

thirty-thr- ee in all. By Ibis arrange-
ment they would bae f6btt-tw- o on
joint ballot. Can it be sot . Do not my
senses deceive mer Is it possible that
m-- who haveso loudly professed hon
esty, and who have so often and wanton
ly charged upon us a design to-- secure
a majority on joint ballot at the next ses.-
sion for tbe purpose of electing a Uni-
ted States Senator, could themselves be
the authors of such a bill! Sir, it ia
co. I hoid tbe bill in my hand as tt left
the hand of the author, and here are these
propositions; and here, too, are the yeas
and nays upon that bill, as the) were ta-
ken down at the time by the Clerk-T- here

is but one way of accounting- - for
meir conduct; that is, they are deter-
mination to have a majority at tbe next
session, that tbey may elect a United
States Senator, and as they cannot get it
by a fair apportionment bill tbe people
now being against them tbey are de-

termined to insist upon it in the face of
justice. While they are playing this
game, in order tbat their designs may be
concealed, they charge us with tbe sine
they intend to commit. This device
cannot succeed tbe mask is torn oft.
and their designs appear, in tbe bill ihey
have presented, in all their naked defor
mity.

Another objection made lo tbe bill we
are about to pass, id, tbat there is a dif-
ference in the somber of white malep
embraced in the several Senatorial dis-

tricts, tint, while some fall considerably
below, others rise considerably above
the ratio. This is true, and no man liv-

ing can devise a bill that will not be sub
ject to the same objection, unless he di
vides me counties, oy ion arrangeraeat
Homing fa ii'bi v ia la-y- tiiairicis, u
they have a larg?r representation in tbe
other branch . But , with his usual want
of fairnes, when party is involved, the
Senator from Muskingum attributes this
difference to a design on our part to ' let
democrats represent small districts in tbe
Senate, while we require whigs to repre
sent large ones. Here he is, as usual, at
fault. I have examined the bill on that,
point, and find that it provides for seven
teen districts with a population below tbe
raiio--ro- t these seventeen, nine arejwhig
and eight are democratic.

Gentlemen have been most untortun-ate- in

iheir attacks on this hill At every
pjint we have met them, and al every
point have they been repulsed. . This
bill is one that has been prepared with a
great deal of I tbor and nd it is such
sn one as tb people &f all parties would
be satisfied with if their politicians here
would meet la a spirit of fairness aad "

stitution. We have been constantly ad-

monished by these gentlemen, that we
must regard that constitution; that it con-
tains provisions by which their party in
tend to be bound io districting the State;
and these provisions are constantly thrust
before us as an objection to the passage of
tne bill- - With bow much force and rea
son, I shall presntly examine. These
men intend to regard the constitution and
I rejoice to hear it. If they are sincero,
it is certainly the dawning of a new era.
Ihe Constitution tne sheet anchor of

our political safety the palladium of our
libertie- s- the best boon from Heaven,
transmitted to us from the hands of a
pure and patriotic ancestry; and under
which, two millions of souls enjoy more
of the blessings of earth, than have ever
fallen to the lot of any people, since the
first mau was driven from Paradise, is in
future, to be respected and observed by
the whig party, if we can rely upon their
professions. Vbat a change! lis only
about seventeen months since that party
was congregated in this Uapitoi, and then
as now, they had laid their 1 hands upon
their hearts, nnd appeald to their Oou,
that they would support this same con-

stitution; and still we found that party,
which then embraced the highest func
tionary ofjthe Slate, plotting "Treason"
against that State, and actually dissolving
the law making power.by the overt act.
They then cast from them
as"an unholy thinrg" trampled it under
their feet, and snng ' hosannah to their
triumph.

This is the party, these aro the men,
that claim to have so much respect for it
provisions, and are consiantlv admonish
ing jenilemen, not to overlook them.
To whom are their admonitions addressed ?

Addressed, sir, to the men, who at the
time, besought, implored, and by every
civil means within their power, endeavor
to avert the deadly blow. Addressed to
the men, who, at the time, raised up that

down trodden constitution, all bruised and
mutilated, and presented it to the millions
of freemen, which tt had shielded, and
protected, and asked them to rally to its
support who raised its standard aloft,
and stood by it, and watched its destiny.
until the conspiralotst were overthrown,

and the soft hand of the"Uoddess of Lib.
erty."had healed up its bleeding wounds.
It this party has repented, and will show

by their good works, that repentance, it
may be forgivei. but let it not think, by

lip service, to deceive lis into a regard for
its piety, while its heart is full of malice
and anger. Lit it not profess a love for
the constitution, while it is still seeking
to destroy it.

Let us 1 ok at their constitutional ar-

gument, and what merit there is in it.
They refer us to the firstarticle and sec-

ond section, which reads as follows.
"Within one vesi after the firs t mee-

ting of the General Assembly, and within
every subseqent term of four years.a.i

of all while male inhabitants
above twenty-on- years of age. shall be
made in such manner as shall be directed
by law. The number of Reresentatives
shall, at the several periods of making
such enumerations, be fixed by the nd

apportioned among the seer- -

counties according to the number of
white male inhabitants above twenty-on-

years of ace in each." ,
Now, according to the arguments ol

the Senators from Lake nnd Muskingum,
if I understand them correctly, this pro
vision ot the constitution requires us to
apportion the lepresentalion to single
counties, or to give each county n Repre-tentativ- e,

so far as it can be done; r io
other words, to group several counties to
gether for the election of?Representatives
it would only be constitutional to allow
each county a separate representation.
There are seventy-nin- e counties in the
State, and it is provided that, so long as
the present constitution shall last, there
shall never be more than thirty-si- x Sena-

tors and seventy-tw- o Representatives.
Now, if we should adopt the gentlemen's
construction, and go on and apportion to
each county a Representative, without
reference to its population, until we
gave Representatives to seventy-tw- o
counties, there would s'il be seven
counties entirely excluded from a repre- -

. . r . . .1.:. ...I- - .1 ,.:UA
seniai.on. out auuin un iuiD,anj
the counties each a separate representa
tion ,and what becomes of ilut ether clause
which says they shall be 'apportioned a- -
among the several counties, according lo
the white male inhabitants above the age
of twenty-on- e yeais in each." It is as
much our duly by the constitution to ap
portion them in proportion to the number
ot white maies, as ii is io apportion mem
among ihe several counties. Will the
Senators say that I have put a construction
upon their argu ments which they did not
iniendf That they only intended that
the larger counties should bate separate
representation, and those with less pop
illation might be formed into districts and
elect in common! If that t a correct
construction of their argument, then all
their prating about the constitution if
mere Mtwaddle,"and exploded by this sin

pinions we would consider entirely dis
Qualified.. We should Iniilr mnrn....... ,nsrlidl
ularly at the measures which he will
carry out; wo should consider him only
os the embodiment of our own princi
ples, which he holds in common with ev-

ery member' of the democratic party,
rather than as a private individual hold
ing opinions and entertaining sentiments
peculiar to himself. It is not to be expect
ted that every individual will be perfect-l-y

satisfied, but it is much better to unite
upon one man, than to cause a division
in Ihe ranks. Let us adopt theutilita
rian doctrine, of conferring the greatest
good upon the greatest number, let us
all unite upon the nominee of the na-

tional convention whoever he may be.
This done the great work is. in a meas
ure accomplished. The signs of the
times are cheering- - When was nnanimi

more clearly manifested at our
Stale conventions than at the last. The
delegates from the different parts of
the State were there assembled together,
and all seamed of ona opinion, all
were united, all confident of success
Besides this unanimity in our ranks, we
all I hope still recollect the disastrous
results of the campaign of '40, and olso

the measures by which the whigs suc
ceeded. It is of no use to disguise
the truth, the people were ripe for a

change, the whig leaders were trtful
men, they gave a right direction to the
current, the democracy were lulled into
a fatal security by continual successes,
and the federal party triumphed. But
the scene is now shifted, the people
have had a change and find they are
worse conditioned than before :lhey only e- -

wait the opportunity now to renounce
their errors.

Nothing is now wanting to stir up the
zeal of the democratic party but to place
Marti i Van Buren before the people .for

the same office.

What greater triumph ran we desire
than to again elect him President? But

we should remember that we have the

same Wiley end intrigueing opponents.
.

Henry Clay is their Idol: what will they

not do to elect him? We may be (insured

they will leave nothing undone, that they

can possibly do.

Already they are spreading their songs

amongst the people, hoping' to produce
the same excitement, and enact again

the scenes we witnessed in M0, but

coonism, or cbon-worsbl- p (to use a
,

Car- -
lyre ism) is ilefunct the appetite of the

people is satiated. ' ' '

Too great confidence of success may al

yet prove fatal to us Let us be on the

qui the, let there be unanimity in our
ranks, and Henry Clay will meet with a

severer rebuke from the people than he

bs ever did before.

REMARKS OF MR. BALDWIN,
OF CLINTON COUNTY.

In the Senate, January 30th, 1844;
the question being on the final passage
of the bill" to fix and apportion the
representation in the General Assem-
bly of tho State of Ohio."
M. Baldwin said, Mr. Speaker: I do

not rise for the purpose of protracting this
discussion.or delaying the vote, which lam
satisfied, the majority desires should be
taken. But there are some ihinos, which
have been said by Senrtors on the other
side, so strange, so unjust, that I am un
willing that the vote should be taken, un
til some of them have been replied to, and
exposed. This discussion ' has taken n

very wide range, and in order that the "

minority should not have it to say, that
we bad tied them down, by the rules, to
the bill under consideration, we have per- -
milted 'them, not only .o discuss the mer
its of the apportionments of 1839, and
1840; at one word, we have permitted
them to deal out all the billingsgate and
slang, so peculiar to their party i 1 now
intend to answer their arguments as to the
merits ot the bill, and to dispose of their
party slang, in a summary way, as I pass
along. There is one redeeming trait, in

the remarks of these gentlemen: The
Senator from Lake, (Mr-Perkin- and the

Senator from Muskingum, (Mr; Chanv
hers. both seem to recolIect,that we have

a Constitution in the State of Ohio that

we are sworn to support it. an that tbe
oats.lavsus under solemn obligation to

observe, protect, and. preserve tbat cpn

way. It was known to the framers ot the
constitution that the population of the sev-
eral counties would always be vasty dis-

proportionate, and the only object they
had in view, and the only idea expressed
by 'them, was, that the number of white
males should be regarded inapportioning
the representation, and not the extent of
the tcritory that mm should be repre
sented, and not property or lands. It has
been clearly shown by the senator from
Hamilton, (Mr. Disney) and has hot been
controverted, that the bill under consid-
eration carries out this object of the con
stitution with an accuracy and a precis
ion unprecedented in apportioning the
representation of this State. Why all this
opposition? It must proceed from some
other, perhaps some secret cause. But
the Senator from Lake has many qualms
of conscience as to the constitutionality of
this bill. Let me test that gentleman
by his vote on this very question' I
hold in my hand a bill emanating from
that Senator's side of the chamber, offered
last night by the Senator from Carroll,
(Mr. Eckley) as a substitute for the bill
under consideration, and, also, the yeas
and niys on the question of striking out
and substituting. I find eight votes re.
corded in the affirmative, and the Senator
from-ssk- is one tf the number. Five
whtg were excused from - voting, oud
three dodged.

Tli ratio for a representative is a frac-
tion over (our thousand fiv hundred, and
to carry nuo the spirit of the constitution
we should approximate as nearly as poss
sible to that ratio. It is provided by the
lull for which he voted, that the county o
rreble should be entitled lo one repre
sentative .with only 3790 white males.
being 729 short cf the ratio. Also, that
the county of Holmes with only 3557
white-males- , 'or about lUUU below the
ratio.s'iould have one representative.
Also, that the county otUarroIl, with au
di) while males, or more than 000 below
the ratio,should have one representative,
while it is provided in tbe sami bill that
the county of Montgomery, (which it at
taches to Preble for a senatorial district)
with tS'329 white males or about 3000 more
than Preble contains, shall have one rep
resentative and ona float for two out of
the four years. Ii ia also provided, that
the county of Tuscarawas with 552S
white males, should have but ona repre
sentative - 1 nus giving Holmes as great
n representation as Tuscarawas, although
the latter contains 1701 more white males
than the former. Numerous other ex-

amples might be pointed out, but 1 will
desist. Enough has been presented to
show what force these constitution
al arguments hive on the minds of the
geilemen when they come to vota on a bill
which emanates from their own party.

Not a member on the other sido dares
to take up Ihe bill under consideration
and show by figures, that its whole pro-

visions taken together docs not give to
each district, and cachcounty,in the State

full representation in the two branches.
Why is this not done? If injustice is
done to any portion of the State, these
genvlemen have the ability and the incli-

nation to show it- - Why is it not done!
I'lieir refusal to make the effort is proof
positive that the bill is just. That where
any county or district loses in one branch

that loss is made up to the other: and
where a county or district gains in one
branch that gain is taken from it in the
other. That istustice, and it is the only

waj ynu can district the Stalejustly with-

out dividing counties.
The system of 'floats, as it is called,

s another cause of loud and long' com
plaints from these gentlemen. They set
up that objection when the bill first made

its appearance, and they have continued
it ever Bince. What is there so. remaiK- -
ably about it! What s this 'floating sys
tern?1 Sir, it is this: You form a Sen.
atorial District, which has not t'Ve exact
number of whWo males to entitle 'it to
one Senator and two Representatives.but
more than enoug'i to entitle it to one
Senator and one Representative vou
have two or more such districts.' You
are fixing the repies;oution for four
j ears, and you give one of these districts
two Representatives this year, and but
one next you give to the other one
Represen:attve this year and two next.
Thus in the tour years taken together,
you will allow each its full share of rep
resentauon, and it is all the way it can
be. done without' a' division of coun
tie's. This loo,, hba been 'pronounced
unconstitutional. If it is, a great many
members of the whig patty ' have viola-

ted the Constitution, for it has been
shown, from the laws read by "he Sana-to- r,

from . Hamilton. (Mr.' Disney,) thai
ever since 'the number of Senators and

were fixed at the consti-

tutional limit, there have been floating

members. By the laws of 1821, of 1S2S,

Of 1832, of 1833, and- - of ' 1840, it wa

ihe affirmative, were many shinning lights
in tbe gentlemen's parly. If the 'float
mg system' is unconstitutional, then did
their friends violate the Constitution io
'32 and '38, and Ihe Senator from Lake
violated it on last night, when he voted
for the obstitute offered by 4he Senator
from Carroll, for it provides for thirteen
floating members for each of the four
years, such are some ofthe beauties of
tbe gentleman's consistency. He voted
to strike out the bill under considers
Hon, because it contained thirteen
'floats,' and to substitute the amendment
of the Senator from Carroll, which con
tamed thirteen "floats." st was uncon- -
sttiulional to vote for a bill presented by
a democrat containing ' floats,' but it was
constitutional to vole for a bill present
ed by a whig, which contained the same
number of 'floats.' There is something
mysterious about this,-bu- t by examina-
tion, it can be explained. . The tjvo bills
contain the same number, of floats, but
the one the gentleman wished to
strike out gave the whigs, for the pres-
ent year, seven, while it reserved io the
democrats six; and Ihe one he wished to
substitute, Mve lo the whigs, for this
year, ten, while it allowed the democrats
three. This is a great difference, ai d
materially changes the previsions ofathe
Constitution.

Much has been staid by gentlemen on
the other side about tbe political effects
of the bill, and we are charged with a de-

sign of so shaping it as to perpetuate
democratic ascendency in the Leg-si- s

ture. Let us look at the facts. The
Senator from Muskingum seems to hive
but one idea, but one aim, and that is to
gel the ascendency io this hinch of ihe
General Assembly. He nays limy have a
majority in the state, and, therefore are
entitled to a majority in the Semite, To
prove that his party has a majority ha re-

fers to the vote of 1840. As he lias ap
pealed to that vote, let us try the bill un
der consideration by it By the vote of
1840, this bill gives the gentleman
twenty one senators, while it gives us
fifteen a clear majority of six- - By bis
own text, his party would not be entitled
to a majorityof 2.The most justice could
claim for him would be nineteen to our
seventeen. All he would have a right
to claim in tbe House would be a major
ity of four, and this bill gives him teu.
Here, by bis own test, we allow him six
in the House, and four in the Senate,
more than the vote of 1840 would enti-

tle bim to. May I not adopt his owi
langmge, and inquire "in God's name,''''
is that not enough! Sir, it is enough,
and more lb an enough. He is con-

stantly prating about their majority in
the State, and their right to a majority
here; and when asked for an evidence
of their majoity, he points us to 1840.
Now, that election was fair, or it was
fraudulent. If it was fair and honest.
his bill gives them both brauches when

ever they choose to exercise their pow
er; it it was trauuutent, tney are . the
minority in the State, and not entitled
to a majority here. Here, then, is a di-

lemma, the gentleman may select the
horn which he prefers. The very fact
tfrat he is dissatisfied with this bill con-

vinces me that he well knows that the e.
ection of 1840 was a fraud, and that
hey have not now, or ever have had, a

majority of the legal voters in the' State.
He tolls us that, by tormer apportion

ments, we have had a majority in the
Legislature, while they have polled a
majority ot votes. When was this!
When did they poll a majority or votes?
Did former apportionment bills effect the
election ol Uovernorr mat is not pre
tended. Snll, in 1833, we elected a
democratic Governor and a miiority in
the Legislature. In 1810, they olected,
or professed to elect a Governor, and did
they not also elect a majority to ihe
Legislature? Sir, our ears wits stun-

ned in 1810, by their piteous cries of

fraud in districting the Slate, while that

very law gave them an advantage, taking

four years, and under it, in 1910, they
elected fifty out of the seventy two mem

bers of the House, and would have had

a majority in this branch but for the mem-ber- s

that held over from 1839, If they

have not bad a msjoriiy since, it is not

because the law is against them, but be-

cause tho people condemned their reck-

less soint and reckless measures. That
is no fault of ours. The people always

have, and always will condemn their mea-

sures and their acts. ' "

But this member from MiisVingum(Mr.

Chambers) says ih I in 1842 our major-

ity was not large that if his abolition

brethern had not deserted them, they
would have had as many votes for Gov
ernor as hal the democrats. This may
be true; but if they, by their duplicity
hv their violation of ole gee and want of
good faithj drove the abolitionists from


